
Worship Committee, May 29, 2020 

Present: John Sampson, Linda Bogardus, Anne Hurd, Martha Gallagher, Susie Allen, Erica Swift, Nancy 

Emrich 

At today’s meeting we continue the discussion of online worship and begin to think about a hybrid worship 

service online once we are back in the church. Anne said that she has heard nothing but positive feedback about 

our online worship from friends all over the country. John agreed that online worship has allowed us to widen 

our geographic presence, and we will need to find a way to keep this in the future.  

John has been talking to the UCC tech guru and finds that no one has identified a tech solution that makes the 

worship service great for everyone. If the service is better online, then that detracts from the in-church 

experience, and vice versa. Moving forward, we will have tough choices to make.  

Martha, speaking as the person behind the scenes of our Sunday worship, said that the biggest issue of coming 

together as people was the feeling of community. She fears that that will be missing when some people are in 

the sanctuary and others are online out in space.  

Part of John’s conversation with the UCC tech was about interactivity, such as how people could offer prayers 

both inside the church and online. A plus of Zoom is that it allows people to see each other, wave, talk, and feel 

like a group. Susie suggested that a laptop at the church’s entrance could let you wave to those online. 

For the service to be familiar and comforting, John has tried to replicate online what we normally do in church. 

But going forward we should be open to a different kind of being together, freeing us up, deciding what we 

want to retain and what we want to change. 

When the pandemic lockdown happened, John consciously changed his preaching. Before, there were times that 

he was pushing us; since then, because he felt that comfort was needed, he put truth telling off to the side. But 

next week he feels that it is time to meet the people where we are. He is going to balance between how to 

comfort and how to challenge.  

The UCC has given congregations a three-phase guideline for reopening. The first phase contains a lot of “can’t 

do”. Will that be the experience we want? If the guidelines mean that we can’t do things that mark us in 

worship, perhaps it makes sense to wait longer. We have a template of what we have known, but this could be a 

time of reformation. This captures the piece of what we are doing, and although it is the word the church uses, it 

doesn’t have to be the word of government. Indeed, Martha heard the word as “reform-ation”. Telling truth but 

having hope. Events happening can be testing our truth.  

John said that sometimes in worship it feels like you are being told a fantasy, and not in a good way. He tries to 

create a space where we can tell the truth of our faith and not have it only one way. God does not protect us 

from stuff in our lives. John wants people to be honest about their experience, to embrace an image of God that 

is more truthful to us.  

John feels a shift: At what point does the wish to comfort limit what we share and ignore what is happening and 

interfere with the unfolding story of God in the space? Erica feels that there is more honesty at KVCC, that now 

is the time to grow up. What does it mean to be human? How do things going on get expressed into worship? 

The discussion moved back to hymns and their purpose. The first hymn sets the intention of the day, the second 

transitions to either Communion or the reflection, the third transitions back out of worship. Singing is a type of 

response. What is the actual message? Some hymns might not be in the hymnal but overflow out of religious 

spaces: think songs of the Beatles, for example, which express our life experience and can become hymns.  

Next meeting: TBA          submitted by Linda Bogardus  


