
Worship Committee July 17, 2020 

Present: John Sampson, Susie Allen, Anne Hurd, Erica Swift, Lorraine Duvall, Annie Scavo, Linda Bogardus 

Susie began our discussion saying she had been thinking about last week’s discussion on becoming a Creation Justice 

church. She wondered how we would bring it into our worship in the context of being Open and Affirming. Annie asked 

what does it actually mean to be the core of what we do? John answered that is the big question. The covenant statement 

will not mean the end, but the beginning. If we discern and embrace CJ, it will be an ongoing commitment like unpeeling 

an onion, layer by layer, taking time and effort. Lorraine said the primary reason was feeling at one with nature and 

bringing it into Church.  

Over the weekend John found a big sized Book of Kells. The first page had a Chi Rho (X P), which are the first two Greek 

letters of Christ. Looking through the book he began to wonder about Celtic Christianity---what is it? What is the 

relationship with Nature? How could we use this and other sources to reimagine our faith and not be alienated from the 

natural world?  

Susie suggested that the images used in the  zoom Sunday worship were getting stale. She felt we could make the images 

more alive and available. Having a new image each week would make them a living portion of our worship. John said he 

was going to meet with the Flower committee to see if we could begin to have fresh flowers on the altar table.  

John said that we have a deep tradition in Christianity to try to understand the natural world. The idea of sensing 

differences is a different kind of story to be told. The beauty of different moments is that this time is not like any other.  

We could structure the church calendar around the seasons.  

Annie suggested having a seminar with Essex Farms, a full soup to nuts CSA, to learn Mark’s vision and how his life 

changed to living local. John wondered about the Justice piece. There is an unequal division in the intersection of the 

environment and the people. Buying local is expensive, and not all can afford to do this. People of color do not necessarily 

have access to farm raised food as they live in cities far from farms.  

We need to embrace others in Creation Justice. This land belonged to the Native Americans. What have we done to the 

land and to the people? Justice—Worship—what will that mean? Anne remarked that a unique feature of our community 

is how many families have been here multiple generations. Was there a way to acknowledge that?  

Susie asked what is the action part of what we do in Worship and outside this committee. How do we respond?  

John asked what is the message worship is sharing in of thinking of Creation Justice. If we ask what is the action, we need 

to step back and ask what was it we heard. Our Spiritual Sacred message should make us thankful and to understand the 

responsibility to the environment. How does the interior piece of worship become a binding force? We are now out of 

whack—life is out of balance. How do we feel about this? How does our relationship to God deal with this? Part of Step 1 

in the discerning process asks what is being preached. Lorraine stated that the UCC literature goes to that but she has been 

unsatisfied what is coming from them.  

Susie has taken a 3-year program from JP Newell’s New England School of Celtic Consciousness. She suggested some 

book titles to help us. The Titles are attached at the end of this document.  

John asked how we could open this discussion to a wider audience. Annie suggested a reading as part of the service, 

followed by a discussion at coffee hour. It was suggested that the people we want to bring in are the ones who find God 

outside in nature. Lorraine was encouraged 1 ½ years ago at the first Earth Day Vespers service. She saw many people she 

had not seen inside the church. Annie said that zoom is not the medium for concentrating on nature. One possibility is to 

preach from a natural setting or record a service outside.  John wondered if it would be easier to do a book discussion. 

Also, in trying to bring students in maybe we could engage them in a project.  

Different cultures have more movement in prayer. Kneeling on a stool, standing, sitting, taking shoes off to connect to the 

earth. This is a physical way to connect prayer and worship. It reminds us our body is worshiping.   John said our tradition 

is less focused on physical things. The Creator is held at arm’s length. The core of our Tradition is an incarnate tradition. 

God is manifest in the body of Christ and Creation.  



 He felt online communion presented problems. People need to get their own bread and drink. It is not passed to them.  

Therefore, they must buy it, or make it, and go get it wherever it is stored before communion. It becomes a physical 

action, not just spiritual. God gave us a gift of taste. So why not be physically engaged when we partake of the elements 

by smelling and tasting them mindfully.  

Susie suggested that someone could bake bread for someone else and drop it off on their doorstep. John liked this idea and 

said it could be its own ministry in connecting with worship.   

As we finished Susie asked John what was on his mind. He replied that he is meeting once a week with David Craig and 

feels that some things of the service need to change, especially the images.  In particular, the opening, and after the 

welcome he feels we don’t need the imagine of the paper bulletin and the old painting at the end.  

Also, Christmas is on his mind. If we are still on zoom what will the Advent services be like. We have rituals in person 

that we feel are a big part of what we do. How will we do this on zoom? Also, he is thinking of doing something for All 

Saints Day, which is inspired by the Tuesday night Nadia Bolz-Weber book. What if we are on zoom for an extended 

time? There are some rock-solid church goers who are not interested in coming to the Sunday zoom service. So he is 

considering adding some physical thing like gathering at the fire pit to draw them in. Susie says she misses the personal 

interactions the most--- greeting others, hearing and participating in the singing  and saying of  the prayers.  

NEXT MEETING AUGUST 7 10 AM-12 AM                                  Submitted by Linda Bogardus  

Books by John Philip Newell 

Listening for the Heartbeat of God: A Celtic Spirituality 

The Book of Creation: An Introduction to Celtic Spirituality 

The Rebirthing of God: Christianity’s Struggle for New Beginnings 

A New Harmony: The Spirit, The Earth, and The Human Soul 

  

Prayer Books by John Philip Newell 

Celtic Prayers from Iona 

Sounds of the Eternal: A Celtic Psalter (Morning and Night Prayer) 

Celtic Treasure: Daily Scriptures and Prayers 

  

Chants by John Philip Newell 

Praying with the Earth: Meditative Chants and Prayers 

https://www.amazon.com/Chanting-Peace-John-Philip-Newell/dp/0981980058 

  

Sounds of the Eternal: Meditative Chants and Prayers 

https://www.amazon.com/Sounds-Eternal-Meditative-Chants-

Prayers/dp/0988680009/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1HIN0IHYNTZW&dchild=1&keywords=john+philip+newell&qid=159500185

3&s=music&sprefix=john+philip+new%2Cpopular%2C151&sr=1-1 

  

John Philip Newell website – webinar offerings 

https://heartbeatjourney.org/ 

  

Another possible book discussion book 

Rooted and Rising: Voices of Courage in a Time of Climate Crisis 

by Leah D. Schade and Margaret Bullitt-Jonas 

[Margaret Bullitt-Jonas is Missioner of Creation Care for Southern New England Conference of UCC; Episcopal priest] 
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