
Naj shared that we had $4,760 in the budget and $4,600 hundred in reserve. The group agreed 
to use up to $1,000 of the reserve for becoming a Creation Justice Church; and to allocate 
$2,000 of the budget for Advent, leaving $2,760 for allocations. Of that they recommend $600 
to the Keene Valley Library training program. In addition, the proposed a Fifth Sunday be 
devoted to that same program as a means of generating more money and inviting members of 
the Congregation to assist Karen so it becomes more sustainable going forward. Several 
potential funding sources were identified. 
 
Before getting to that point, those attending had a lengthy discussion around how the church 
can address several critical social and health challenges in the region such as food justice, open 
and affirming, housing etc. in a manner that can help leverage change. Good news is that 
several members of the congregation serve on the affordable housing task force that’s part of 
the Keene Strategic Planning effort. We will ask them to keep us appraised of their progress. 
 
Joseph noted that as part of that, he encouraged us to continue supporting Habitat for 
Humanity with funding and volunteers. Naj agreed to talk with Jim Martlatt re developing a 
standard design that takes advantage of LEED design standards that will reduce the energy 
needed to heat the home, etc. (does Habit have such a model, is there a need/opportunity to 
have one created). 
 
The group had a lengthy discussion around food disparities and food waste; can Stewarts 
donate for items, as an example that are still good even though the date may have expired. 
They discussed the need to make healthy food available to young people and people on the 
lower end of the income scale. Martha, Naj and perhaps Katharine will attend the Food Justice 
Summit that will be held at the Wild Center, a question was whether or not to be a sponsor – 
no decision was made. 
 
The group had a lengthy discussion around Creation Justice and agreed that the next step is to 
hold a couple events, one after church and another in a public venue (perhaps the KV Library) 
to discuss what Creation Justice means, and what it might be for KVCC to move in that 
direction. It was agreed that Pastor John and Lorraine will lead that discussion. 
 
Naj shared the results of his discussion with Karen Glass re the training program she has 
developed that helps people gain new skills leading for many new and better employment. All 
agreed that it was a terrific initiative worthy of continued support, and that the program would 
benefit if others stepped up to assist can most importantly through raising other sources of 
income. It was agreed that a Fifth Sunday is a great way to introduce the program to the 
Congregation, and to start the process of getting individual support. Thus, the recommendation 
of $600 plus a Fifth Sunday (last Sunday of May) that could potentially raise $350 or more. Naj 
was asked to share this outcome with Karen, which he did. As this program is very timely, it was 
agreed to bring it to the next Church Council. 
 
Hope pointed out that Pat Hickey would like to know as early as possible how much she will get 
to assist families of modest means, and then also get the payment as early as possible. It was 



agreed that we could make that decision on the 2nd Sunday of November, and if funds will be 
awarded, the check can be issued with a couple days. 
 
John and Naj will bring the immediate recommendations to the Church Council, and we agreed 
to have an easel at the next meeting (2nd Sunday of February) so we can focus on allocations. 
 


