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Keene Valley Congregational Church 
A Welcoming Spiritual Community 

 
Greetings!  We are glad you joined us for worship today. 

 
The mission of the Keene Valley Congregational Church, UCC is to welcome people wherever they are 
on life’s journey, joining together in worship and spiritual exploration while striving lovingly to serve 

others with justice and compassion. 
 

On October 7, 2018 the congregation voted overwhelmingly to become 
Open and Affirming by embracing the following statement of covenant: 

 
The mission of the Keene Valley Congregational Church, United Church of Christ, is to welcome 

all people wherever they are on life's journey, joining together in worship and spiritual 
exploration while striving lovingly to serve with justice and 

compassion. In order to live more deeply into these values, while understanding that lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, transgender, queer/questioning and intersex people are often scorned and 

discriminated against both in the church and in society, we declare ourselves to be 
an Open and Affirming Church. We covenant to welcome all individuals into the wholeness of 

the life of the church and to work to end oppression and discrimination wherever we encounter 
them and to help create the beloved community of God’s realm. 

 
We are thankful for the ways God invites us to journey together! 
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WE GATHER IN CELEBRATION 
 
Meditation                        You’ll Never Walk Alone 
      
Welcome & Announcements 
 
Welcoming Music                 Spirit of Life   
 
Opening Reading       by John Gibb Millspaugh  

 
Leave aside the little thoughts 
that distract you from the depths of your soul, 
For this is a holy place, and 
now is a holy time. 
Join with the others in this room, 
this community of seekers, 
and together, let us find our Sabbath.    

 
Passing of the Peace 
 
 
WE SHARE SACRED CONVERSATION 
 
Youth Message          The Rev. John Sampson            
     
Anthem                        Steal Away                        Hogan 
  
Prayer 
 

Period of Silent Meditation 
 
Prayers and Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom  
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day  
our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those  
who trespass against us, and lead us not into temptation, but  



deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
Anthem                            I Will Sing with the Spirit        
                    
Scripture                                                                                   Genesis 32: 24-31 
 
Reflection         Wrestling with God    The Rev. John Sampson 
      
Hymn                                  Lord, Make Me More Holy              
 
 
WE RETURN TO THE WORLD 
 
Charge                             based on Micah 6:8 

 One:  As we leave our sanctuary today, and meet again the joys  
    and challenges of our lives and of all Creation, let us remember 

what God requires of us throughout the upcoming week: 
All:  To do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with our God. 

 
Benediction 
 
Postlude    A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 

 

 
 


